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Courage isn’t having the strength
to go on— it is going on when
you don’t have strength.

   ~ NAPOLEON BONAPARTE

VOLUME SEVENTEEN, ISSUE TEN								

WE'RE BACK IN PRINT!

IN RESPONSE to the numerous community neighbors who so
patiently waited for our reemergence from the pandemic, we
are now officially in PRINT and ONLINE formats. Our printed
edition is in black & white halftone, and our online edition is
in color at www.TheVillasVoice.com, so check out both.
We will continue the printed distribution as long as
advertising support goals are achieved. The Villa's Voice
is entirely supported through it's advertisers, and your
patronage is appreciated.

  

O CTOBER 1, 2022

A N N U A L
COMMUNITY MEETING

Please mark your calendar for
The Villas at Five Ponds
Annual Community Meeting
Tuesday, November 15th, 2022 at 7 PM
in the Clubhouse Multipurpose Room

FUN
THIS T
H
G
I
N
CK!
IS BA
Tuesday, OCTOBER 11, 2022

$15

Seating is Limited. Your non-refundable
$15 check reserves your seat.
Plan to attend this fun event!
YES! Reserve_______ Seat(s).
Amount enclosed_______($15 per seat)
Please send or deliver check payable to
Villas at Five Ponds Social Committee
to: Sam Feldman, 304 Clubhouse Lane, 215-287-2819.
PLEASE PRINT:
NAME______________________PHONE_________________EMAIL__________________
NAME______________________PHONE_________________EMAIL__________________

3500 Reading Way, Huntingdon Valley, PA 19006
(215) 420-7959
November 16, 2022 from 12 to 3 PM.

SOLD OUT

Waiting List, contact: Mary Langdon, 30 Villa Drive,
(215-441-8093) or Penny Barenbaum (215-913-5170.)

CANINE
COSTUME
WALK
HALLOWEEN
MORNING

Cool Cats on
Leashes are
Welcomed, too!

THE DOG OWNERS of
The Villas at Five Ponds
invite you to watch our
dogs walk the neighborhood* in costume on
Monday, October 31st
from 10AM–12PM.
Pet owners who are interested
in participating please contact
Diane Polsky (dlpolsky@gmail.com or 203-733-3929) to sign up for a
time slot.
*The Halloween walk will be on the Clubhouse side of The Villas at Five Ponds.

Notes
n

from the Board of The Villas at Five Ponds

The Villas at Five Ponds Executive Board

ANNUAL COMMUNITY MEETING
Please mark your calendars, The Villas at Five Ponds Annual
Community Meeting will be held Tuesday, November 15th,
2022 at 7 PM in the Clubhouse Multipurpose Room.
MULTIPURPOSE ROOM RENTALS
At this time the Villas at Five Ponds Board has made no decision
when and if the community will allow residents to rent the multipurpose room for private parties.
GET READY & WINTERIZE!
All homeowners should do the following prior to winter:

• If your indoor thermostat requires batteries, change the batteries.
A dead thermostat cannot call for heat from the system.
• Take a good look around your driveway, any items that are close
to the driveways edge or the walkway edge, are at risk of being
broken by snow plows or snow shovelers. Please bring them inside
for the winter.
DOGS
Several residents have indicated to the Board that a small number
of people who walk their dogs around our property do so without
picking up after them. This is “disgusting,” against our rules and
against Township laws. If you see anyone doing this, please report
them to the property manager in confidence.

Photo: © Ron Dorfman

• Have your roof inspected, if it has not been done in the last two
years. Specific’s to check: cracked boots that go over the pipes that
protrude from the roof, they should be replaced, loose shingles
should be re-glued down, nail pops should be driven down, etc. By
doing these things, you decrease the chance of having leaks or the

wood underneath the shingles from being rotted and hence needing to be replaced at your expense.

The Villa’s Voice
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Ron Dorfman
Design, Graphics, Advertising
97 Villa Drive, 215.328.9255
RonaldDorfmanDesign@comcast.net
www.RonaldDorfmanDesign.com
The Villa’s Voice Staff:
Ronda S. Dorfman
Editor & Special Assignments
Staff can be reached via email at:
RonaldDorfmanDesign@comcast.net
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The Villa’s Voice newspaper
is an independently owned
and operated enterprise
providing information as a
public service.
    All views expressed in
credited columns are those
of the individual writer(s).
They are not necessarily
the opinions of The Villa’s
Voice staff, The Villas at
Five Ponds management
company, Board or of the
VFP Association.
    As our community
members, your comments
and remarks are invited
on any shared topic
of interest.
     ~The Villa’s Voice Staff
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Expires 10/31/2022

$500

$100. off all
water heaters
Expires 10/30/2022
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JOIN US ON A BUS TRIP TO
ATLANTIC CITY'S TROPICANA CASINO
Thursday, December 1st, 2022
Cost is $92 per person, and Includes:
• R/T Transportation
• Gambling—Casino Credit is $25 pp Slots;
• $15 pp FOOD & SHOW…

ITED
LIM ces !
Pla lable
ai
Av

Arrv/Dept: 11:30 AM– 5:30PM

“Modern Gentlemen:
You Make It Feel Like Christmas”

Tis' the season for classic hits and a holiday show that you won't forget. Enjoy music
from over five decades of classic hits of Motown, Pop, Rock, and Doo-Wop
which will even get Santa swingin'. Enjoy a Franki Valli Sing-A-Long!
Lunch is ”On Your Own“
Please meet at Clubhouse at 9 AM.
The bus will leave the Clubhouse promptly at 9:15 AM.
To reserve your place for this wonderful day, please make your non-refundable check payable
to The Villas at Five Ponds Social Committee for $92 per person. RSVP TODAY!

Send or deliver to:
Gail Wiener, 302 Clubhouse Lane,
215-293-0506
or Merryl Pelberg, 103 Villa Drive,
215-443-8588
Checks must be in an envelope with your
name, date and phone number.

NOTE: Must bring drivers license or a valid form of identification on trip.
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Warminster Symphony Orchestra
Joseph Lovecchio, Music Director
PRESENTS

Our 56th season of presenting great music & renowned soloists…close to home!
MARCH 18, 2023

“An Overture to Spring”

Aaron Copland’s Appalachian Spring and
other timely works welcome a new spring
season. Young Artist Competition Children’s
Division Winner Channa Lee performs Vitali’s
Chaconne for violin and Youth Division Winner
Kai Freeman performs the 1st movement of
Mendelssohn’s Violin Concerto.

OCTOBER 29, 2022

“The Timeless Brilliance of
Beethoven”

Beethoven’s ground-breaking Symphony No.5 in
C Minor, and his famous Violin Concerto featuring
distinguished violin professor James Lyon.

DECEMBER 3, 2022

MAY 13, 2023

“Holiday Potpourri”

Welcome the season with favorites from the
classical and popular traditions.
Young Artist Youth Division Winner Alyssa
Gabrilovich performs a movement from Chopin’s
Piano Concerto No. 1, and featuring a special
guest appearance by the William Tennent HS
Madrigal Singers.

“An Evening with Ciaran
and Friends”

Broadway’s Phantom returns, joined by
soprano, Kristen Plumley, and guitarist /
entertainer, Gabe Donohue, for a rousing
evening of Broadway favorites and Irish humor.
www.ciaransheehan.com
www.kristenplumley.com

SEASON SUBSCRIPTION – Great Music & Great Value!
Save up to 40% over buying tickets at the door.

ADVANCE TICKETS (cash or check only, please) CAN BE PURCHASED AT:
John S. Cryan Jewelers
673 Second St. Pike, Southampton, Pa. 215-357-8850

M & H Custom Framing & Gallery
318 York Rd., Warminster, Pa. 215-443-0968

Find Us

and online (credit card) at www.WarminsterSymphony.org | Information: 215-672-9650
4
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326 CLUBHOUSE LANE

SOLD!

205 FAIRWAY DRIVE

SOLD!

153 VILLA DRIVE

SOLD!

Cell: 267-968-0705 • Office: 215-220-4840
SueGordon116@gmail.com
www.SueGordonRealtor.com

Realty One Group Supreme • 259 Veterans Ln • Doylestown, PA 18901

Senior Real Estate Specialist Serving Bucks & Montgomery County

Wills & Estates	  Personal Injury
Real Estate		  Business Matters
   Automobile Accidents
With Experience You Can Depend On.
Your Villas at Five Ponds Neighbor & Friend…

		

Ronald J. Gordon, Esq.
801 Old York Road, Suite 313 • Jenkintown, PA 19046

215-884-4000 • email: rjg92@rjgordonlaw.com
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Clubhouse Activities

Games • Ping Pong

PING PONG PLAYERS
WANTED! n Joe Kwiatek
ALL ABOARD
THE ATCHISON,
TOPEKA AND
SANTA FE
TRAIN DOMINO
n Joe

PING PONG is played every Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday from
2 to 3:30 PM in the Clubhouse Sports
Lounge. Join us.
For information, talk to us in the
Clubhouse while we play.

Kwiatek

JOIN YOUR NEIGHBORS AND FRIENDS
for a friendly, pickup game of Dominoes.
   Don’t know how to play?
We’ll teach you. No stress, now
twice the fun.
We now play the 1st and 3rd
Thursday of each month at 7 PM in the
Multipurpose Room.
For more info & questions, call Joe Kwiatek
908-526-7496. See you on Thursdays October 6 & 20.

RUMMIKUB IS HERE!

n Donna

HEALTH BENEFITS OF TABLE
TENNIS (PING PONG) n Joe Kwiatek
ASIDE FROM BEING A FUN WAY to spend an afternoon with
your neighbors and friends, table tennis (Ping Pong) also
offers surprisingly great health benefits. Like most sports,
able tennis offers great mind-body stimulation, aerobic
exercise, and social interaction.
Table tennis helps you build strength, speed, and agility,
and provides all the health benefits of an Olympic sport
without risking injury. Convinced that table tennis is awesome? It’s time to grab a paddle and join us in the Clubhouse.

Besignano

JOIN YOUR NEIGHBORS AND FRIENDS for a friendly, pickup
game of Rummikub.
Don’t know how to play? We’ll teach you.
No stress, just fun!
We get together the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of each
month at 7 PM in the Clubhouse.
For questions, call Donna Besignano 908-672-1092.
See you on Thursdays October 13th and 27th.
NOTE: If you have a game, please bring it along to make sure
that we have enough.

DO YOU HAVE A
FAVORITE RESTAURANT
OR TAKE-OUT
PLACE NEARBY?
WE WANT TO HEAR ABOUT IT! Send your review t
ronalddorfmandesign@comcast.net. (Original
material only, no pick-ups from any other sources.)
   We'll share them with the neighbors. One thing we do well
here at Five Ponds is eat!

ACTIVITIES BEING PLANNED?
Please contact your SOCIAL CLUB CHAIRS for listing & promotion.
See page 11 for names & numbers.
6

|

T H E V I L L A’ S V O I C E

| OCTOBER

2022

Sports

News

•

Trips

•

Events

Jake is the grandson of longtime
residents Beverly and Larry
Samson. He graduated from the
University of Maryland in 2019
and currently works in the
logistics industry. He is also
pursuing a Master's in Business
Analytics concentrated in Sports
Business at Drexel University.

IS JALEN HURTS THE GUY???
Jake Samson, The Villa’s Voice guest sports reporter

THE BIRDS ARE FLYING, and they are flying high after two weeks
into the 2022 football season. This team is being led by quarterback
Jalen Hurts, former Alabama/Oklahoma product in his third season
in the NFL. The dual threat athlete has always been able to use his
legs to his advantage as a mobile quarterback, but the question
always was if he could make the right reads. In other words, can
he hit the correct wide receivers, and hit them when they are most
open.
To start, there has never been a question about Jalen Hurts’
character. Being replaced at Alabama by younger QB Tua Tagovailoa
was a tough hurdle in the life of Jalen, but he truly took it with
grace. There are videos of Jalen floating around whether it is helping local Philadelphia charities, meeting up with kids or supporting
his community, you can tell how much of an absolute class act he
is. Along with that, his work ethic has been outstanding from high

Special Presentations

school, to college, to now. The video that has gone the most viral
is back at his University of Oklahoma days, of him (mind you as a
quarterback) squatting 585 lbs. I can tell you one thing; those numbers don’t just appear overnight.
Despite being a stat-driven guy, I don’t need the numbers to tell
you that Jalen has improved in each of his seasons in the NFL. Jalen
was quick to run out of the pocket and relied on his legs (which is
a net positive for a QB) to get first downs rather than doing what
a typical QB would do. Now, you can see a newfound confidence,
along with general manager Howie Roseman putting better pieces
around him for this offense to succeed. Almost as important, you
can tell his teammates believe in him. Veteran players like Fletcher
Cox, Jason Kelce and Lane Johnson telling the media that Jalen is
the guy that they put their faith in to win big time football games.
Those are Super Bowl winners saying that about a 24-year-old
quarterback in his third season! So, can we answer that question…
is Jalen Hurts the guy? Is he the quarterback of the future for the
Birds?
It pains me to admit it, but I truly have Carson Wentz PTSD. We
all believed he was the MVP of the league in the 2017 season that
they won the Super Bowl. The real Carson Wentz was just a guy
who made too many mistakes turning him from a top-5 quarterback, to realistically, an average starter in the league. As of now, I
put Jalen Hurts in the top 10 of quarterbacks in the NFL right now.
With guys like Tom Brady and Aaron Rodgers towards the end of
their career, Hurts can sneak into that top 7 range by the time this
year is over. It’s enough for him to be the guy, but there is still that
little fear in the back of my head.

CATALYTIC CONVERTERS

5 PONDS KNITTING
& CRAFTING GROUP
IS HERE! n Donna Besignano
ARE YOU CREATIVE? Can you read a pattern?
After a long hiatus due to Covid, the 5 Ponds
Knitting & Crafting Group reconnects.
Join us on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of
EACH month at 7PM by the fireplace in the
Multi-purpose room of the Clubhouse.
Bring your own, portable craft that you are
working on and enjoy the friendship of the evening. As in the past, we may also work on a few
common projects.
We get together next on October 12th and
26th.

THE WARMINSTER TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPARTMENT recently
asked area residents to be alert for catalytic converter thefts, which
they say “have become very common more recently, especially for
certain types of vehicles. We are asking everyone to be extra vigilant
for this type of activity.”
The converters can be removed in minutes from vehicles and
the costs to repair ranges to several thousand dollars.
Neighbor Larry Nodiff says, ”If anyone in the community observes any suspicious activity, 911 should be called immediately.“
https://patch.com/pennsylvania/warminster/catalyticconverter-thefts-rise-warminster-police-warn?utm_
source=local-update&utm_medium=email&utm_
campaign=alert
Photo: © Ron Dorfman

n

•

Questions? Call Donna Besignano 908-672-1092.
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Join us for…

Your Special
Celebration!

October 2022 Event

Reserve NOW for family
& group events.

Using Honey in Your Diet

Thursday, October 6 – 12 to 12:30 pm
Virtual

HOURS

Learn how to incorporate honey into your diet and
the possible benefits! Registration is through the
Free Library of New Hope and Solebury.

Lunch Everyday—
Except Mondays: 11AM–3 PM
CLOSED MONDAYS
Dinner—
Tuesday–Thursday:
  4 PM–9 PM
Friday: 4 PM–9:30 PM
Saturday: 4 PM–9:30 PM
Sunday: 3 PM–9 PM

Hand Therapy

N
OPE
O
ALS FOR T
U
E-O ERY
K
A
T LIV
E
&D

Thursday, October 6 – 11:30 am to 12 pm and
12:15 to 12:45 pm
Doylestown Hospital, Ambulatory Center
Levy Conference Room or Virtual

Catering & Special Events

• Private Room • Rehersal Dinners • Club Dinners
• Baby/Bridal Showers • Special Banquet Menus Available

10 off

$

8

15 off

$

any 2 entrees
——Dinner Only——

party of 5 or more
——Dinner Only——

Order over $40. Holidays & Saturdays
excluded. Not to be combined with any other
offer. One coupon per table. Expires 9-30-22

Order over $50. Holidays & Saturdays
excluded. Not to be combined with any other
offer. One coupon per table. Expires 9-30-22

|
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Learn about common upper extremity repetitive
strain injuries, including tendinitis and neuropathies
that can affect the hand, wrist, and elbow. This
discussion will include symptoms, treatment
options, and prevention - presented by Doylestown
Health Certified Hand Therapist Genevieve
White.Registration is required. To register,
please visit our classes and events page on our
website.

Understanding Pronouns

Tuesday, October 18 – 11 am to 12 pm and
3 to 4 pm
Virtual
In this session, Bucks LGBTQ Center will provide
an overview of LGBTQ vocabulary and gender
pronouns with discussion of their importance in
creating inclusive spaces for transgender and nonbinary individuals. It will also provide an overview of
trans-inclusive practices for implementing pronouns
in and out of the workplace. This one-hour session
will be held via Zoom and will include time for
audience Q&A after the educational presentation.
To register, please visit our classes and events
page on our website.

Walk With a Doc

Wednesday, October 19 – 12 to 1 pm
William E Neis Park
Did you know that walking just 30 minutes a day
can reduce your risk of heart disease, stroke, and
diabetes? Join Kieran Cody, MD, orthopedic
surgeon, as he discusses shoulder health! After our
quick discussion, join us for a walk around the
park!To register, please visit our classes and
events page on our website.

BLS Renewal Class

Thursday, October 20 – 6:30 to 8:30 pm
Doylestown Hospital
Conference Room C

Please call CPR Heart Starters, Inc., at
215.354.1400 to register or visit
cprheartstarters.com.

Thank You Notes

•

Celebrations

THIS SECTION features personal
community messages, extended
family notes, and special events.
Your free listing is welcomed. Please
provide information and/or photo
via email by the 15th of the month
preceding publication. Send to:
RonaldDorfmanDesign@comcast.net

•

Family News & Events

I WOULD LIKE TO EXPRESS a sincere thank you to all of my wonderful
friends and neighbors in Five Ponds for the notes, cards, calls, donations
and food that was sent to me and my family. You all know how much
Marty loved his life and the activities here. Your love and support has
been a real comfort to me during this difficult time.
					~Sandi Weisner

Photo: © Ron Dorfman

DEAR FIVE PONDS NEIGHBORS, Your thoughtfulness, through many
forms of caring and support, will be a gift we will always treasure. This
kindness was deeply felt by our family during this very difficult time,
and for that we “Thank You”.
					
~Sincerely, The McCann Family

FIVE PONDS SINGLES CLUB
n Merryl

Pelberg

THE FIVE PONDS SINGLES CLUB is starting the new
year. In August, we went to the theater to see “Dear
Evan Hansen” with dinner following at Angelo’s
Restaurant. An enjoyable day was had by all. Other fun
activities are being planned. We are always looking for
new things to do and new places to go.
If you are single and would like to get together
with good friends and neighbors to enjoy fun times,
come to next meeting
on Wednesday, October 12 in the Multipurpose Room.
We hope to see you there.

The Villas at Five Ponds
Welcome Back to Our Beautiful Clubhouse

Dinner Celebration
Presented by Parties Plus
Saturday Evening, October 22, 2022
6–9 PM
in The Villas at Five Ponds Ballroom

SOLD OUT!

The Summer 2022 Edition
of The Villas at Five Ponds
Resident’s Directory
is Now available!
Printable online (for residents only) at
www.TheVillasatFivePonds.org
T H E V I L L A’ S V O I C E
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HELPING HANDS CLUB
n Mary Langdon,

Chair

TO OUR NEIGHBORS who are celebrating a birthday
or anniversary during the month of Octoberr the
Helping Hands Club of The Villas at Five Ponds wish
you a happy day.

HELP IS AVAILABLE!
n

Mary Langdon

IF YOU ARE RECOVERING from an illness
or are home-bound we would like to
help. Would you like a visit? Need
errands run?
Please consider using Helping
Hands. We have “Hands” ready
to assist the needs of our residents.
Contact Mary Langdon, 30 Villa Drive,
215-441-8093, edmaryl@verizon.net.

• Get well wishes to Harriet Schrager.
• Condolences to Yvonne McCann & family on the
passing of her beloved husband, Bob.
• Condolences to Rhonda Friedman & family on the
passing of her beloved husband, Edward.

Please tell us if you know of anyone who is ill/hospitalized, lost
a loved one, or just needs a “helping hand.”
You may contact any of the following residents:
Lana Skwer
215-328-6227
Reba Grossman
215-675-5883		
Bev Kelly		
215-672-6348
Cheryle Goldberg 215-682-7733
Joyce Van Ness
215-441-4691    Bill Van Ness     215-441-4691
Lorraine Incollingo 215-674-0817

Entertainment…
THE FABELMANS
"THE FABELMANS IS A 2022 American
coming-of-age drama film directed and
co-produced by Steven Spielberg from a
screenplay he co-wrote with Tony Kushner.
It is a semi-autobiography loosely based on
Spielberg's early life, as told through an original story of the fictional Sammy Fabelman,
a young aspiring filmmaker."
Growing up in post-World War II era
Arizona, a young man named Sammy
Fabelman discovers a shattering family
secret and explores how the power of films
can help him see the truth.
Starring Michelle Williams, Paul Dano
and Seth Rogen. In theaters everywhere
Thanksgiving.
Releases to theters November 23, 2022
Watch the preview online, at—
https://youtu.be/D1G2iLSzOe8

10
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Film • TV • New Releases

2022

Committee & Club Chairs & Co-Chairs
Brunch Club
Co-Chairs:
Maxine Dubin, 195 Fairway Drive
215-674-5916; maxineD5@gmail.com
Marion Gittis, 9 Fairway Drive
215-672-7225; richiesg@verizon.net

Social Committee
Chair:
Aileen Salus, 104 Villa Drive
215-441-9339; asalus1945@gmail.com
Treasurer:
Richard Gittis, 9 Fairway Drive
215-672-7225; richiesg@verizon.net
Recording Secretary:
Merryl Pelberg, 103 Villa Drive
215-443-8588
merrylpelberg@gmail.com
Calendar
Chair:
Aileen Salus, 104 Villa Drive
215-441-9339; asalus1945@gmail.com

Day Trips Club
Co-Chairs:
Reba Grossman, 235 Fairway Drive
215-675-6883; bubbyreba2@gmail.com
Barbara Kains, 114 Villa Drive
215-444-9908; bubbiepete@comcast.net
Helping Hands Club
Chair:
Mary Langdon, 30 Villa Drive
215-441-8093; edmaryl@verizon.net
Lunch Bunch Club
Co-Chairs:
Penny Barenbaum, 160 Fairway Dr.
215-957-6116; pbarenbaum@gmail.com
Lorraine Incollingo, 207 Fairway Dr.
215-674-0817

JOIN & ENJOY OUR CLUBS

TODAY

Men’s Club
Co-Chairs:
Howard Rabinovitch
267-282-5018, cell 215-601-1866
howanddi@comcast.net;

Special Activities
Chair:
Sam Feldman, 304 Clubhouse Lane
215-343-5112, cell 215-287-2819
thoccertham@hotmail.com

Steve Warshaw
215-674-4894, cell 215-620-6698,
sgwarshaw@aol.com

Program Club
Co-Chairs:
Diane Polsky, 84 Villa Drive
203-733-3929; dpolsky@gmail.com

Movie Club
Co-Chairs:
Sue Gordon, 21 Five Ponds Circle
267-968-0705
suegordon116@gmail.com

Barbara Feldman,
304 Clubhouse Lane; 215-343-5112
bjacobsfeldman@verizon.net
Women’s Group Club
Co-Chairs:
Kathy Hitchiner, 5 Fairway Drive
267-803-6112
kathyhitchiner@yahoo.com

Anne Leskowitz, 42 Villa Drive
215-674-8365;
anne.leskowitz@gmail.com
Parties Plus
Co-Chairs:
Maxine Dubin, 195 Fairway Drive
215-674-5916; maxineD5@gmail.com

Joyce Van Ness
330 Clubhouse Lane; 302-359-4764
joycevanness@yahoo.com

Cheryle Goldberg, 120 Fairway Drive
215-682-7733; cherrick55@comcast.net

new members always wanted!
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Letters

: Public Opinions from the community

PLEASE NOTE: The opinions in this letter are completely my own.
They are not those of the sole owner of the newspaper,
Ron Dorfman.
ACCORDING TO THE EMAIL recently sent by the board they
would have you believe that they are responsible for the increase
in value of our homes. The Federal Government dropped interest
rates, and prices of homes soared throughout this country. Does
our board take credit for this, too!
The $400,000 refurbishment of our clubhouse because the
board had extra monies is completely beyond my comprehension. The extra money should have been earmarked for funds
that are needed for roof replacement, snow removal and expenses at the pools. We certainly did not need to replace drapes
that were only a few years old. The library table was like brand
new and the conference room table was in perfect condition.
The replacement of the Formica with granite in the bathrooms
was an irresponsible waste of money. Lastly, I would like to know
what happened to the by-law or regulation stating that any community costs over $20–25,000 had to be approved by a vote of
the entire community? (Landscape & Architectural Committee’s
pond lining & fountain projects were rejected by the board as
soon as the estimates exceeded $20,000.)
Our board claimed during and following the pandemic that
they were following the standards of CDC, and that all the other
55+ communities were following our lead. Why then had every
other 55+ community opened their pools and clubhouses on
Memorial Weekend. How dare you try and mislead us! My sister
lives in a condo building in Bala Cynwyd and they opened their
pool area to residents and guests by simply submitting their
vaccination card. A large number of their residents are elderly.
They welcomed my grandchildren with open arms. We were
forced to drive there so the children could go swimming. THEY
FOLLOWED THE RULES OF THE CDC, not your version of them.
The next thing I want to address is the DESTRUCTION of
the gorgeous and healthy trees in our community. Your excuse
was “they could fall on the houses.” Isn’t that why we have
home owner’s insurance? I feel that you were blindsided by Total
Turf and no second opinion was offered. There are residents
in this community who are devastated over the loss of beautiful trees. A resident here has a relative who is a landscaper and
they were appalled that so many healthy trees were destroyed.
Another resident called Amy Wert four times to question the tree
removal, and has yet to receive a phone call in return. Needless
to say, it is too late. Perhaps the residents who did not want their
trees removed could have signed a waiver against damage done
by the trees. I am concerned that Total Turf low-balls bids to this
community and then looks for ways to make more money by
telling us ridiculous things that need to be done.
In addition, all of the above is disturbing not only to me, but
to many in our community. I do think it is time for the board to
accept accountability for the unfortunate things that are upsetting me and many of our residents.
					
Ronda Dorfman
					97 Villa Drive

DEAR FIVE PONDS RESIDENTS–
Owners:
I WANT TO THANK THE MANY
FRIENDS and neighbors for your kind
words, support and most of all for
your encouragement ...Thank You.
My letter to the Voice was written with facts taken from the
news release from the CDC and direct comments from members
of the Magnificent Seven. For the Board to state otherwise is total
misinformation. The Board has labeled me as hostile for disagreeing with their senseless rules, regulations and fines. In a Country
that cherishes freedom of speech, I would think that they would
welcome dissent, that it would give them insight and an understanding of how the residents feel and would aid them in future
rules and regulations.
I must address the” hostile and the 99% of residents who
complied with the rules” statement in the Board’s response. I
want the community to know that at no time did I or Joyce violate
any rule, as senseless as we believe they were. We complied with
them even though we strongly disagreed. By disagreeing does not
make us hostile. The Board and the many residents of this community that know us, know full well the positive things Joyce and I
have done for this community. For the Board to label us as hostile
should be far beneath their dignity, and I take strong offense to
that accusation. And I expect an apology from the Board to Joyce
and myself.
I will not address the Board’s memo any further I will let the
tone of their memos and emails speak for themselves. I thank the
Board for their work; however, I believe the life of this community
is more than property values.
					
Bill Van Ness
					330 Clubhouse Lane
AS A FIFTEEN-PLUS YEAR resident of Five Ponds, I'd like to share
my perspective on our VFP Board. My husband and I have been
here through many stressful times in Five Ponds history, from the
start-up, through adverse weather conditions to the recent deadly
pandemic. Through all of that time, we've watched our Board
work through many problems, doing their job in our best interest,
even at a cost to themselves and their families. They put a great
deal of time and effort into the job, and I even remember them
going out during snowstorms at night, counting salt trucks to be
sure we weren't being overcharged. Through all, they have kept
the community looking beautiful, with home values continuing to
escalate, while our condo fees are the envy of every other 55 plus
community I know. In return, they put in many hours working on
our behalf, and can't even enjoy the activities in the community
that the rest of us can, because they are besieged by residents with
problems and questions. Though we may have differing opinions
from the Board on occasion, we have no doubt that they go above
and beyond in serving this community honestly and well.
					
Most sincerely,
					Beverly Samson
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REPLY TO A LETTER FROM A MISINFORMED RESIDENT
I really am very upset with the draft letter from Mr. Van Ness that
seemingly is going to be published in the October 1st Villa Voice.
He makes a statement that he has previously made that is not
accurate. On June 15th, 2022 the reopening committee sent the
following E-Mail to the Board:
The following are the consensus items from the Committee to
the Board:
1. These recommendations are for the outside Clubhouse
areas only!
2. The indoor pool is included in the recommendations only when
the outdoor pool is open.
3. There were seven other items, but none of them discussed
inside the Clubhouse. Mr. Van Ness states that he was told—
directly—differently by members of the Committee. Our
members were annoyed at that statement in the last letter from
Mr. Van Ness. Therefore, please understand our members are
not sharing Committee information with residents that
differs from what we send to the Board. I trust our Committee,
and will continue to believe Mr. Van Ness is not accurate. Enough
is enough!
			
Sincerely,
				
Bernard G. Hoffman (Bernie)
				
Administrator Emeritus
				
Chairman, Reopening Committee
				  (Now officially ended)
				
Advisor to the Five Ponds Board
TO: BEVERLY SAMSON:
The Villas at Five Ponds Executive Board would like to thank you for
your kind words and supportive note submitted for inclusion in The
Villas Voice.
			
The Villas at Five Ponds Executive Board
TO: MR. VAN NESS
Mr. Van Ness’ letter starts by indicating his previously published
letter had facts from the CDC, and direct comments from members
of the Magnificent Seven - our “Reopen Committee.” It is true he
did indicate some “select” things the CDC announced, but as we
indicated in our previous written response to him, which predated
his published commentary, he was invited back to “full resident
use” of the facilities by the Board prior to the CDC announcement
he referred to in that communication. The only requirement was a
signed “generic” Waiver… absent any request for - or - need for any
personal family and/or medical information. That was a requirement mandated only for VFP insurance purposes.
In terms of what he now indicates about "direct comments"
from the Re-Opening Committee, all correspondence and recommendations that the Board received from the Committee are a matter of record.
After reading Mr. Van Ness' outrageous claim the Chairman
of the Committee interviewed each individual committee member, and all members verbally responded to the effect that the
correspondence in question did NOT reflect the guidance and
recommendation of the Committee, and that there were no “direct
comments” to the contrary as Mr. Van Ness claims.
We, the Board, do welcome honest disagreement from all our
residents as everyone is entitled to their opinion - but - opinions
are opinions. Absolutely false statement are not opinions, they are
nothing more than false statements - at best lies on their face.

We have never in any public or private communication accused
either Bill or Joyce Van Ness of breaking any rule. The Board does
agree with Mr. Van Ness that both he and his wife did many "positive things" for the community. That is a separate and unrelated
issue.
The Board agreed with the recommendation of the ReOpening Committee to drop the VFP proof of vaccination requirement effective April 1st, 2022, for entrance by residents into our facilities. The Board implemented the change in its rules, but at that
time did retain its requirement for a signed “generic” waiver for
insurance purposes only. This "generic" wavier made no mention of
a vaccination requirement and requested absolutely no personal/
family medical information. It was made available to Mr. Van Ness
but was never signed or returned.
On April 1, 2022, with the revised rule in place, we did anticipate that any resident who had not yet chosen to comply with
our earlier and stricter rule would now fulfill the revised minimum
requirement, so they could be welcomed back as “full facilities use
participants” with all related Association privileges.
Mr. Van Ness, your letters, at best, demonstrate a personal
"hostility,” or if you would prefer a different word, "unfriendly" attitude towards the Board.
Now, that all other COVID operating rules have been dropped,
let's put these issues behind us, and all return to be one together
again.
			
The Villas at Five Ponds Executive Board
TO: MRS. DORFMAN
The only thing we take "credit " for is the management and operation of the Villas at Five Ponds Community Association property.
Location is a key factor in determining the value of real estate.
The homes/Units in the VFP community that have recently been
sold have received higher than average market sales prices, some
associated with “bidding wars.” They are located within a “closed”
community which has maintained the highest standards of maintenance, appearance, and services provided to owners. The increase
in property value at VFP far exceeds that of neighboring homes
which do not share our level of commitment to always improve.
As to the more recent updating and redecorating of the
Clubhouse facility, the Board followed a process layout in our
by-laws for use of Reserve Funds and relied upon the recommendations of its six-member Decoration Committee working with a
professional decorator . The Board introduced the proposed plan
at the annual community meeting held in November 2019.
As a resident your opinion as to how our reserve dollars, and
how much, should be spent on any project are always welcome,
but we do not recall receiving any comments from you at that time,
nor an offer to join the Decorating Committee… in fact no offer to
ever contribute any time or efforts on behalf of the VFP community.
In answer to your question, "What happened to the by-law
or regulation stating that any community costs exceeding $20$25,000 had to be approved by a vote of the entire community?”
The answer is the community documents have no provision like
this in them anywhere. This is true in other community’s by-laws
as well.
Mrs. Dorfman, if it did exist, we would have to submit virtually every contract for services within the VFP to a community vote
- lawn care, weed and bug control, turf feeding, hedge trimming,
tree pruning, snow removal and shoveling, street plowing, driveway seal coating, outside Unit painting, pool maintenance and
RESPONSES—Continued on page 14
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related services, Clubhouse janitorial services, and on and on. Under
that kind of restriction, you would not require a Board. Rather you
would demand a committee to solicit, review, evaluate, recommend
to the community, and secure a vote of approval BEFORE any work
could be accomplished. The next time we have a snowstorm that
requires the plows to go up each driveway, with a cost to exceed
$20,000, would you prefer to sit in your house for a week while we
took a community vote to authorize the plowing job? We do not
believe you or any other resident would be very happy !
Your comparison of the use of a pool at a condominium
association located in Bala Cynwyd and a HOA pool here at the
VFP is like comparing an apple and an orange. You stated, "Their
pool area was open to residents and guests by simply submitting
their respective vaccination card.” To whom? Who monitored,
controlled, and verified the vaccination card matched the person
seeking entry? Our pool was open to residents who submitted,
their vaccination card, signed a waiver, and was documented and
provided a numbered ID bracelet. More recently only a signed
“generic” VFP Waiver was required to obtain a “control” bracelet.
The Villas at Five Ponds had no on-site employees to act as monitors, nor any individuals who were willing to volunteer to perform
this duty on a long-term basis.

(continued from p. 13)

Total Turf is a trusted landscape vendor and has been under contract to the VFP for a number of years. FYI, they also are
contracted to do the landscaping at Anne's Choice, Christ Homes,
and The Regency of Northampton as examples. We have compared
not only their pricing for services, but the quality and reliability of
their performance as compared to other landscape vendors. The
actions taken to change the landscape by removing selected trees
was done for several reasons – proximity to homes, end of life of
the type of tree, disease, or overcrowding due to original planting density. All under the recommendations of the arborists and
your Board. Not all, but a number of the trees were strategically
replaced with more appropriately sized species.
We are sorry to learn that you are upset and disturbed. Here is
our recommendation— please read our by-laws and the monthly
Board meeting Minutes, perhaps they will give you a better understanding of how our community is being run. After doing that
if you are still troubled, please feel free to submit your name and
nomination to run for the Board. If all those "many other residents"
you refer to as “ upset” living in a well-run community with top-ofthe-line facilities, have them vote for you and you may become a
member of the Board.
			
The Villas at Five Ponds Executive Board

SERVICES
&
RESTAURANTS!
THIS SPECIAL
HIGHLY VISIBLE
SPACE AVAILABLE
email:

rondorfmandesign@comcast.net

call :
215.328.9255
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YOUR AD
C OULD G O
HER E!
Contact Ron Dorfman, 215-328-9255
ronalddorfmandesign@comcast.net

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING *
FOR SALE
OUR TRAVEL Insurance will cover
Covid issues for your Air, Hotel or
Tours. Our travel groups: Viking's
Saturn to Iceland, Greenland &
Canada, 5/26–6/6 2023. Fly one
way, cruise back to NY. Or AMAwaterways Danube, Prague–Budapest,
6/1–12, 2023. Celebrity's 3-wk cruise
to Australia & New Zealand in Feb,
2023. Call Harriet 215-957-6084 or
Bsoltoff@comcast.net.

*NON-COMMERCIAL
CLASSIFIED LISTINGS are FREE
to Villas at Five Ponds residents—
space permitting. Sell your item
or promote your service HERE!
Repeats MUST BE REQUESTED
& CONFIRMED by email
MONTHLY. COLOR IMAGES
may be listed at $10 per
column inch. Send to: Ronald
DorfmanDesign@comcast.net
NON-CONFIRMED LISTINGS will
not appear.
**NON-COMMERCIAL, nonpolitcal PUBLIC SERVIC MESSAGES are FREE to area organizations, churches, schools, and
public health services—space
permitting. Send to: Ronald
DorfmanDesign@comcast.net

MAIL BOXES
REPAIR OR REPLACEMENT. Please
call Larry McKeogh 215-672-7087.
SERVICES & MISC
AUTO DETAILING. Your car or SUV
will look great! Call Villa resident
Jon Utain, 445-888-1911.
GAIL THE SHOE LADY. I can stretch
shoes, make hammer toe and
bunion pockets. $5 pair. Call Gail
Wiener 215-293-0506.

PUBLIC SERVICE **
The Reform Congregation Keneseth Israel Music Arts Committee
proudly announces the 23rd Season of its Community Family Virtuosi Concerts.
   The concerts will begin on Saturday, October 22, 2022 at 3 PM, when
Keneseth Israel will host the Main Line Symphony Orchestra at 8339 Old York
Road, Elkins Park, 19027.
   Artistic Director of the Main Line Symphony Orchestra, Don Liuzzi, will
conduct the following program: Overture #1 Louise Ferenc; Tomaso Albinoni
(1671-1751), Concerto a Cinque in D minor Opus 9 N°2 for Strings and Continuo, featuring soloist world renown Philippe Tondre, Principle Oboe of The
Philadelphia Orchestra; Brahms Symphony #3.
   TICKET PRICE $20 Information: please call 215-887-8700. Masking and
proof of vaccination required. Plenty of onsite free parking. Venue is entirely
wheelchair accessible.

GARDENING & WEEDING: Call
Lorrie at 215-442-9792.
HELP AVAILABLE
NEED A RIDE or DRIVER? 5 Ponds
resident will drive your car or mine
to and from PHL, NWK, JFK airports, cruise terminals, theater, etc.
Call Paul at 215-833-6000.
PUBLISHING/DESIGN HELP
ATTENTION AUTHORS! Printed
books are a valuable sales tool and
undeniable legacy. If you are writing a
family memoir, financial self-help book,
children’s book, cookbook, business
journal, etc.,
I can help you. I can provide ghost
writers, editors, and cost-effective
self-publishing. Call Ron Dorfman,
215-328-9255.

A

VOLUNTEER!

   Whatever you
   can to help!
  
WE WILL ALL

     
A Great
Time!
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password available for rsidents from jmickelb@comcast.net

www.TheVillasatFivePonds.org

Visit The Villas at Five Ponds Website at:

www.TheVillasVoice.com

The Villa’s Voice is available monthly online at

97 Villa Drive • Warminster, PA 18974

COMING VFP EVENTS
Nov. 3. Wine & Cheese, Meet N
   Greet New Residents,
   Multipurpose Room. 7 PM.
Dec. 1. Tropican Casino Bus Trip,
  Atlantic City.
Jan. 21, 2023. The Real Diamond
Band, 7 PM.
April, 2023. (TBA) Jamie Novack,
comedian Organizing Clutter.

  The Villas at Five Ponds Community

OCTOBER 2022

IMPORTANT NOTICE!

Please be aware that during to the Corona Virus crisis (COVID-19)
all Clubhouse larger group activities are limited.
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12 Knitting
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Dominoes,
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Room, 7 PM
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Singles, Multipurpose Room, 7 PM
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Walk, 10 AM

26
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Room, 7 PM
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RummiKub
Multipurpose
Room, 7 PM
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