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Letters

Life is a math equation. In order
to gain the most, you have to
know how to convert negatives
into positives.
				

~ ANONYMOUS

  

JUNE 1, 2022

…to the editor

TO: The editor of The Villa's Voice.
FROM: Joel Mickelberg, 113 Villa Drive.
NOTE: The thoughts and any opinions rendered below are strictly those of Joel Mickelberg,
a Villas at Five Ponds resident, and not those of the Villas at Five Ponds Board.
Please also be aware I have no experience in construction, engineering or roofing,
therefore; anything written is public information I have gathered and my personal
observations and opinions.

HERE IS SOME OF THE INFORMATION that I have learned
about roofs, in particular the roofs that we each share with three
other homes. This is information that I have pulled together
through my almost 17 year journey, first only as a homeowner
and later both as a Board member and homeowner.
Madelyn & I were about the fifth home to settle here at
The Villas at Five Ponds, in Phase 1 on July 19, 2005. One of the
things that we realized from day one, is that Villas at Five Ponds
is a Home Owners Association, and thus we are home owners,
who have some home owner responsibilities. That might seem
obvious, but I cannot tell you how many times over the years I
have heard some homeowners here say things that indicate to

me that they just do
not get "it". Perhaps
that comes from the
fancy builder brochure that implied "maintenance free" living,
which regrettably it is not, although certainly less than a single
home in non-Association development.
On to the main topic of this letter, roofs. Within all the
paper work, by laws, rules and offer sheets that was given to us
on the day we purchased our home built by McGrath Homes, I
found the following;
“The Association is responsible for replacing the roof
shingles at the end of their anticipated 30-year life…”
Yet, the sales people would all continually say, “The Association
will be responsible for replacing your roof”… Yet, in reality the
actual purchase paper work which includes the Community
By-laws indicates that the Association has responsibility of
"replacement of roof shingles at Villas at Five Ponds, at the end
of useful life “only,” not the entire roof. That shingle statement
Continues on page 10

COLLECTING FOR THE
WARMINSTER FOOD BANK
n

Casey Bauer, 215-773-8473

INFLATION, THE SUPPLY CHAIN and other factors
have continued to impact food insecurity in our
extended community.
The Board of The Villas at Five Ponds has given
me permission to place a box for the collection
of food for The Warminster Food Bank. It will be
located near the “back” entrance where many
enter the Clubhouse to go to the gym or the pool.
Should you be in a position to contribute,
please do so. It is most appreciated. If you would
like more information about the Warminster Food
Bank please feel free to google or call me. Thank
you so much!

SOLD OUT!

SOME COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES ARE RESTARTING!

Notes
n

from the Board of The Villas at Five Ponds

The Villas at Five Ponds Executive Board

VFP COVID RULES UPDATE
THE VILLAS AT FIVE PONDS BOARD in concurrence with the
recommendation of our 7-resident member reopening committee reaffirmed the portion of our current COVID operating rules,
that being, "No guests allowed in the clubhouse or at any of our
outdoor facilities." This will be reviewed on an on-going basis.
Why did we remain with this current policy?
• Our number one obligation is to keep our residents as safe as
possible.
• The CDC has moved Bucks County into its “high” COVID -19
community level.
A few other key points or changes—
• The informal social group meetings number has moved from 35
people to 50 people.
• Social functions may be planned through the Social Committee
through the normal process, but each function must be approved
by the Board.

• Wristbands are required on your person, violation of this or any
COVID operating rule will result in a $250 fine.
Remember, when entering our facilities if you have any doubt
about your health status—STAY OUT!
HOLIDAY TRASH COLLECTION
Trash will not be picked up on Wednesday, June 1st, instead pick
up day will be Thursday, June 2nd.
So, please do not put out trash Tuesday night, May 31st, it
goes out that week Wednesday night June 1st.
PLEASE REMIND YOUR NEIGHBORS.
SHREDDING EVENT TURNOUT
We estimate that the Shredding event that took place on the clubhouse parking lot on Saturday, May 21st was attended by about
1/3 of our residents. Frankly, we believed there would have been a
greater interest in this service offered by the Association.
Continues on page 13

Board members
Joel Mickelberg
(left) and Paul
Luff assisting
at the VFP
Shredding event.
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The Villa’s Voice newspaper
is an independently owned
and operated enterprise
providing information as a
public service.
    All views expressed in
credited columns are those
of the individual writer(s).
They are not necessarily
the opinions of The Villa’s
Voice staff, The Villas at
Five Ponds management
company, Board or of the
VFP Association.
    As our community
members, your comments
and remarks are invited
on any shared topic
of interest.
     ~The Villa’s Voice Staff
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VFP MEMORIAL DAY
POOL PARTY 2019
n Joyce

REMEMBER
DOING THIS
TOGETHER?
It‘s been a long,
long time, hasn't it?

& Bill Van Ness, Barb & Sam Feldman

OUR THIRD Annual Memorial Day Pool
Party was a shining success! There were
152 neighbors who attended this gathering. The covered dishes were delicious
and plentiful. We also were able again to
donate some of the leftover food to the
local police department, which they truly
appreciated.
We want to thank the ladies who were
called upon and graciously stepped up to
the task: Carol Denish, Diane Polsky, Janet
Lynch, Casey Bauer, Holly Green, Harriet
Schwartz, Ellen Weiss, Esther Rosenberg,
Cathy O’Brien, Rosemary Kozak, Merle
Neulight, Kathy Reale, and others too
many to name.
We especially want to thank the
Barbecuing crew for all their hard work:
Paul Denish, Alan Schwartz, Joe Kwiatek,
Jim O’Brien, Frank Reale, Jerry Lynch, Joel
Neulight, and Matt Green.
We wish to thank everyone for
coming to this event remembering and
honoring our Armed Forces. Have a
wonderful summer. Hope to see everyone
next year for our Fourth Annual Memorial
Day Pool party.
T H E V I L L A’ S V O I C E
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Clubhouse Activities

Games • Ping Pong

PING PONG PLAYERS
WANTED! n Joe Kwiatek
ENJOY THE
JOURNEY ON
THE 5 PONDS
TRAIN DOMINO
TRAIN
n Joe

PING PONG is played every Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday from
2 to 3:30 PM in the Clubhouse Sports
Lounge. Join us.
For information, talk to us in the
Clubhouse while we play.

Kwiatek

JOIN YOUR NEIGHBORS AND FRIENDS
for a friendly, pickup game of
Dominoes.
   Don’t know how to play? We’ll t
each you. No stress, now twice the fun.
We now play the 1st and 3rd
Thursday of each month at 7 PM in the
Multipurpose Room.
For more info & questions, call Joe Kwiatek 908-5267496. See you on Thursdays, June 2 & 16.

The Spring 2022 Edition
of The Villas at Five Ponds
Resident’s Directory
is Now available!
Printable online (for residents only) at
www.TheVillasatFivePonds.org

ACTIVITIES BEING PLANNED?
Please contact your SOCIAL CLUB CHAIRS for listing & promotion.
See page 9 for names & numbers.

Brief Bites!

Restaurants

DO YOU HAVE A
FAVORITE RESTAURANT
OR TAKE-OUT
PLACE NEARBY?
WE WANT TO HEAR ABOUT IT! Send your review to
ronalddorfmandesign@comcast.net. (Original material only, no pick-ups from any other sources.)
We'll share them with the neighbors. One
thing we do well here at Five Ponds is eat!
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•

Reviews

A

•

VOLUNTEER!

   Whatever you
   can to help!
  
WE WILL ALL

     
A Great
Time!

Tips

News

•

Trips

•

Events

Jake is the grandson of longtime
residents Beverly and Larry
Samson. He graduated from the
University of Maryland in 2019
and currently works in the
logistics industry. He is also
pursuing a Master's in Business
Analytics concentrated in Sports
Business at Drexel University.

Jake Samson

VILLA'S VOICE JUNE SOCIAL ISSUES
IN SPORTS
n

Jake Samson, The Villa’s Voice guest sports reporter

AS I AM CURRENTLY IN FINALS WEEK, I’m going to do some double
dipping on this month’s article. One of the classes I’m taking this
quarter is social issues in sport, and it truly has opened my eyes to
some of the things beyond just the play on the field/court, etc. We
have done discussion boards, research papers, listened in on conferences, and recently took part in a global classroom, where our
class from Drexel collaborated with another class from the Durban
University of Technology in South Africa. Social issues in the sports
world continue to change throughout the years, so I’m going to
dedicate this article to the ones that were either highlighted or just
piqued my interest.
Racism in the “Global Game” of Soccer
This was the topic I created my final presentation on, and it’s an
issue that most likely won’t go away any time soon. I truly wasn’t a
big soccer fan until it was the first sport to come back from the pandemic, and I picked a team to follow. My first instance of seeing how
ugly this game could be was the Euro Finals in the Summer of 2021.
As England was playing Italy, the game went to penalty kicks, with
Italy coming out on top. 3 Black English players missed penalty kicks,
resulting in brutal racist social media abuse towards these three

•

Special Presentations

players. Prime Minister Boris Johnson got involved, and it shows that
even in 2022, the most global game is clouded by hate. The only
ways to make it better? Educate the next generation and condemn
the current behavior.
Mental Health of Athletes
We are starting to see mental health be treated like physical health,
and that’s truly a step in the right direction. Olympian Simone Biles,
Tennis Star Naomi Osaka and NBA Champion Kevin Love have all
been open in regard to their mental health struggles. Athletes may
seem superhuman, but they aren’t. These superstars being able to
humanize themselves and admit their struggles is a great thing for
society for these athletes to relate to me and you. Of many sports
issues in society moving in the wrong direction, this is one that is
looking rather optimistic.
The Idea of the “Troubled Ownership”
We have seen many examples of ownership groups that are corrupt,
but it shouldn’t be too surprising. Teams are like companies, and we
know some of those are not run by the best of people. Examples
include racist Donald Sterling running the Clippers, corrupt Dan
Snyder running the Commanders, controversial James Dolan running the Knicks and many more. You would think these people of
power would be able to control themselves and the people around
them, but some truly cannot. The idea of the troubled ownership
can sometimes lingers to the players and fanbases that they touch.
The Idea of Sports being “Colorblind”
Why are teams afraid to use a high draft pick on a non-white
quarterback? Why are Latino/Latina athletes described as “fiery” on
broadcasts? Why is Peyton Manning in all these commercials in a
suit, while Cam Newton (who plays the same position in the same
period) is in commercials in his jersey. There are a bunch of questions and biases that we all have when it comes to the sports that
we love. For additional information on the topic, I highly recommend Patrick Fernucci’s Ted Talk: “Shouldn’t Sports Be Colorblind?”

Photos: David Gilfor

Sports

WINTER LEAGUE
SHUFFLEBOARD
CHAMPS CELEBRATED
A PIZZA DINNER was held on Monday, May 16th
to honor the recent winners of the Villas at Five
Ponds Bill Cohen Shuffleboard league. This year's
champs—on either side of league coordinator
David Gilfor—are (left) Sam Feldman, and at right,
Al Panebianco.
   Watch for the next issues of The Villa's Voice
for information about the upcoming season league
formation dates.
T H E V I L L A’ S V O I C E
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Join us for…

Your Special
Celebration!

Reserve NOW for family
& group events.

June 2022 Events
Walk With a Doc

HOURS

Wednesday, June 15 – 8 am to 9 am
William E. Neis Park

Lunch Everyday—
Except Mondays: 11AM–3 PM
CLOSED MONDAYS
Dinner—
Tuesday–Thursday:
  4 PM–9 PM
Friday: 4 PM–9:30 PM
Saturday: 4 PM–9:30 PM
Sunday: 3 PM–9 PM

Did you know that walking just 30 minutes a day
can reduce your risk of heart disease, stroke, and
diabetes? Join Dr. James Kmetzo, retired
Doylestown Health physician, for an interactive talk
on resistance exercise, followed by a walk around
the park! To register, visit our classes and
events page.

N
OPE
O
ALS FOR T
U
E-O ERY
K
A
T LIV
E
&D

MitraClip- An Advancement in
Cardiology
Wednesday, June 15 – 5:30 to 6:30 pm
Doylestown Health Ambulatory Center
Levy Conference Room or Virtual

Catering & Special Events

• Private Room • Rehersal Dinners • Club Dinners
• Baby/Bridal Showers • Special Banquet Menus Available

10 off

$

6

15 off

$

any 2 entrees
——Dinner Only——

party of 5 or more
——Dinner Only——

Order over $40. Holidays & Saturdays
excluded. Not to be combined with any other
offer. One coupon per table. Expires 6-30-22

Order over $50. Holidays & Saturdays
excluded. Not to be combined with any other
offer. One coupon per table. Expires 6-301-22
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MitraClip is a catheter-based technique that repairs
the mitral valve and structures of the heart so it can
function efficiently. Doylestown Health
Interventional Cardiologist, James W. Hansen, DO,
will discuss this less-invasive option as well as who
would be a good fit for a life-saving procedure like
this. Registration is required and there is limited
capacity. This program is also available through
Go To Webinar.

Eating in Season

Monday, June, 20 – 1 to 1:30 pm
Webinar via Free Library of New Hope and
Solebury

With food traveling from other states to the grocery
store, we take it for granted that we can eat fresh
berries in January or grab apples in the spring. But
not that long ago, you had to eat what was in
season. Join a Doylestown Health educator to learn
what grows in each season and some of the best
reasons to eat season to season and get some
great information on local farmers' markets!
Registration is through the Library website.

Adult/Child/Infant CPR

Wednesday, June, 22 – 9 am to 12 pm
The Warrington Room in the Health and
Wellness Center

This class is $30 per person. Cash or check is
accepted. To register for this course, please call
Madison Chapman, CHES® Education Outreach
Liaison Doylestown Health Phone: 267.337.5255.

Unite with Might: Mental Health
Community Conversations
Finale
Saturday, June, 25 – 8:30 to 10:30 am
CB West High School Stadium

We invite you and your friends/family to join us for a
morning dedicated to continue the much-needed
conversations surrounding mental health and
substance use disorders. Please dress comfortably
as this event is outdoors and contains light physical
activity. To register, visit our classes and

events page.

Thank You Notes

•

Celebrations

THIS SECTION features personal
community messages, extended
family notes, and special events.
Your free listing is welcomed. Please
provide information and/or photo
via email by the 15th of the month
preceding publication. Send to:
RonaldDorfmanDesign@comcast.net

I WOULD LIKE TO THANK all my friends and neighbors for your
gifts, food, goodies, assistance, offers of help and words of encouragement that you showed after my hospitalizations. Sandi and I
would have been at a terrible a loss without you. My Five Ponds
friends have become more like family to me. I am so fortunate. My
love and appreciation extend beyond words.
						~Marty Weisner

Family News & Events

•

RETIREMENT

CONGRATULATIONS TO LARRY NODIFF, 255 Fairway Drive,
who recently retired as a Staff Inspector at the Philadelphia Police
Department retired after 48 years. We thank you for your service,
and wish you many years ahead in good health and enjoyable
retirement. His “send-off” included an impressive police and
motorcycle escort through our development.

VILLAS AT FIVE PONDS
SINGLES CELEBRATION
Aleen Salus
Photos: Aileen Salus

n

ON WEDNESDAY, MAY 11 members of the Five
Ponds Singles gathered together at Angelos in
Ambler, to celebrate the recent moves of Louise
Cannon and Carol Sirianni.
Because many of our original members no
longer live at Five Ponds, they want to maintain the
friendships made while they lived here. For that
reason, they are ‘grandmothered’ in.
If you are single, please join us.
Contact Aileen Salus at 215-441-9339;
asalus1945@gmail.com

T H E V I L L A’ S V O I C E
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HELPING HANDS CLUB
n Mary Langdon,

Chair

TO OUR NEIGHBORS who are celebrating a birthday
or anniversary during the month of June, the Helping
Hands Club of The Villas at Five Ponds wish you a
happy day.
• Get well wishes to Marcia Hyman.

HELP IS AVAILABLE!
n

Mary Langdon

Please tell us if you know of anyone who is ill/hospitalized, lost
a loved one, or just needs a “helping hand.”

IF YOU ARE RECOVERING from an illness
or are home-bound we would like to
help. Would you like a visit? Need
errands run?
Please consider using Helping
Hands. We have “Hands” ready
to assist the needs of our residents.
Contact Mary Langdon, 30 Villa Drive,
215-441-8093, edmaryl@verizon.net.

You may contact any of the following residents:
Lana Skwer
215-328-6227
Reba Grossman
215-675-5883		
Bev Kelly		
215-672-6348
Cheryle Goldberg 215-682-7733
Joyce Van Ness
215-441-4691    Bill Van Ness     215-441-4691
Lorraine Incollingo 215-674-0817

Birthdays & Anniversaries

BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARY
GREETINGS n Ron Dorfman

WE'D LIKE TO BRING THIS POPULAR FEATURE back to The Villa's Voice.
In order to do it, we need someone to volunteer as monitor for the column.
Interested? Please contact ronalddorfmandesign@comcast.net. Thanks!
   JULY 2022		
		Birthdays		Anniversaries
2
2
5
7
8
8
20
26
29
29
30

Lester Hammer
Al Wiesner
Jim Carson
Naomi Barry
Lee Rosenbaum
Steve Warshaw
Stephan Blank
Elaine Levin
Penny Barenbaum
Howard Ferguson
Jeff Brown

4 Arlene & Larry Mantz
10 Sherryl & Buzz Mustin

   AUGUST 2022		
		Birthdays		Anniversaries
1
3
9
10
13
15
18
19
20
24
24
24
25
28
29
30
31
31
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Sandy Goldberg
Harriette Schwartz
Jeanie Smyth
Susan Budman
Marilyn Ferguson
Murray Sterling
Sandy Savett
Doris Schor
Bruce Rogovitz
Norman Barry
Bernie Hoffman
Rich Smyth
Len Jaffe
Bruce Supowitz
Rick Rodgers
Karen Schwartz
Sam Feldman
Elliot Goldberg

T H E V I L L A’ S V O I C E

3
11
14
15
17
17
18
29
30

Sue & Ron Gordon
Ronda & Ron Dorfman		
Susan & Steve Gelfand
Lana & Ray Skwer
Joyce & Frank Podietz
Harriette & Alan Schwartz		
Sheila & Ed Matzkin
Judy & Jeff Gold
Carole & Paul Denish

| JUNE
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• Greetings!

   SEPTEMBER 2022		
		Birthdays		Anniversaries
2
2
3
4
5
5
7
9
9
10
11
15
19
20
20
23
25
25
27
29

Ron Gordon
Sue Szabo
Fred Szabo
Richard Zeitz
Barbara Platt
Bob Senders
Buzz Mustin
Mike Phillips
Carola Struyk
Ray Savett
Bruce Leinweber
Ed Matzkin
Eileen Linton
Larry Karabell
Toby Kolman
Ed Pindar
Jeff Gold
Reba Grossman
Ron Lewis
Maxine Dubin

3
8
12
13
17

Riva & Ed Feiner
Roz & Paul Grand
Marilyn & Milt Rudnick
Merle & Joel Neulight
Donna & Ron Lewis

  
  OCTOBER 2022		
		Birthdays		Anniversaries
1
2
5
5
6
11
11
14
16
17
21
23
29
30
30
31
31
31

Joan Leinweber
Pearl Cohen
Sheila Matzkin
Gail Saifer
Eric Petchon
Dick Ludwig
Bob Polsky
Mary McKeogh
Al Weisner
Frank Podietz
Ed Langdon
Rita Solofsky
Joe Fisher
Harvey Goldantz
Sandy Utain
Nella Bickman
Paul Denish
Sheryl Senders

7
15
16
18
22
28
28
31

Irene & Lester Hammer
Joyce & Bill VanNess
Sandy & Howard Utain
Marion & Richard Gittis
Phyllis & Steve Warshaw
Sheryl & David Gilfor
Jeanie & Richard Smyth
Susan & Bruce Supowitz

2022

Committee & Club Chairs & Co-Chairs
Brunch Club
Co-Chairs:
Maxine Dubin, 195 Fairway Drive
215-674-5916; maxineD5@gmail.com
Marion Gittis, 9 Fairway Drive
215-672-7225; richiesg@verizon.net

Social Committee
Chair:
Aileen Salus, 104 Villa Drive
215-441-9339; asalus1945@gmail.com
Treasurer:
Richard Gittis, 9 Fairway Drive
215-672-7225; richiesg@verizon.net
Recording Secretary:
Merryl Pelberg, 103 Villa Drive
215-443-8588
merrylpelberg@gmail.com
Calendar
Chair:
Aileen Salus, 104 Villa Drive
215-441-9339; asalus1945@gmail.com

Day Trips Club
Co-Chairs:
Reba Grossman, 235 Fairway Drive
215-675-6883; bubbyreba2@gmail.com
Barbara Kains, 114 Villa Drive
215-444-9908; bubbiepete@comcast.net
Helping Hands Club
Chair:
Mary Langdon, 30 Villa Drive
215-441-8093; edmaryl@verizon.net
Lunch Bunch Club
Co-Chairs:
Penny Barenbaum, 160 Fairway Dr.
215-957-6116; pbarenbaum@gmail.com
Lorraine Incollingo, 207 Fairway Dr.
215-674-0817

Men’s Club
Co-Chairs:
Howard Rabinovitch
267-282-5018, cell 215-601-1866
howanddi@comcast.net;
Steve Warshaw
215-674-4894, cell 215-620-6698,
sgwarshaw@aol.com
Movie Club
Co-Chairs:
Sue Gordon, 21 Five Ponds Circle
267-968-0705
suegordon116@gmail.com
Anne Leskowitz, 42 Villa Drive
215-674-8365;
anne.leskowitz@gmail.com

Parties Plus
Co-Chairs:
Maxine Dubin, 195 Fairway Drive
215-674-5916; maxineD5@gmail.com
Cheryle Goldberg, 120 Fairway Drive
215-682-7733; cherrick55@comcast.net
Program Club
Co-Chairs:
Diane Polsky, 84 Villa Drive
203-733-3929; dpolsky@gmail.com
Barbara Feldman,
304 Clubhouse Lane; 215-343-5112
bjacobsfeldman@verizon.net
Women’s Group Club
Co-Chairs:
Kathy Hitchiner, 5 Fairway Drive
267 803-6112
kathyhitchiner@yahoo.com
Joyce Van Ness
330 Clubhouse Lane; 302-359-4764
joycevanness@yahoo.com

SOCIAL COMMITTEE NEWS
n t o r e s u m e o n c e a ct i v i t i e s s t a r t t o r e a pp e a r

JOIN & ENJOY OUR CLUBS

TODAY

new members always wanted!

T H E V I L L A’ S V O I C E
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Letters

…to the editor (continued from page 1)

ROOF LETTER—Continued from page 1

in our by-laws, is in my opinion a very ambiguous term. How
ambiguous?
As a Board member I have had the unique opportunity since
September of 2020 to sit in on many zoom calls and participate
in many information exchanging e-mail sessions with now 14
other 55+ HOAs located in Bucks and Montgomery Counties.
This group was originally formed to share "how to handle
COVID issues" but has evolved into much more. The HOAs with
single homes have no shingle responsibilities, roofs and shingle
replacement are the responsibility of each resident who are
individual non attached home owners, while those Associations
with carriage homes, like ours, with shared roofs, do. Hence with
great interest I have paid a lot of attention of how the other 4
McGrath built carriage home communities have dealt with and
are dealing with their “end of useful life shingle” responsibilities,
which now includes, unfortunately, a large inflation factor. Four
other communities built at different times, 3 starting before us
and 1 starting after, with the same "ambiguous statement" in
their "by-laws", yet each has handled it or is handling it in different ways.
I certainly shared all that I have learned with our Board in
regards to what the other McGrath built communities have done
or will be doing about their end of useful life shingle replacement responsibilities. I suspect at least some of the knowledge
will be used in our planning for our end of useful life shingle
replacement responsibilities
A good example of the difference between replacing "end of
useful life shingles" versus the widely held perception of "roof"
replacement would be when an Association does hire a roofer
to replace shingles, at some homes the roofer will find the wood
that is under the shingles has rotted. The cost of replacing that
wood is and will be that of the homeowner, not the Association
and frankly the homeowner has virtually no choice but to pay for
it because the new shingles if put onto rotted wood, would not
receive a warranty.
So, to summarize, the shingles on the roofs of Phase I
homes, have an in writing anticipated life of 30 years, and The
Association has no responsibility to replace the wood under the
shingles or anything else. If any original homeowner from Phase
II has their paperwork, I would be interested in seeing what their
paperwork indicates about the shingles on Phase II roofs.
I have found the life of a shingle begins when it is first exposed to open air. In most cases that would be when its first put
on the roof. All the original first home settlements within a quad
in Phase 1 of Villas at Five Ponds took place from mid 2005 and
through 2006. It is the first settlement date in the quad that determines the beginning life of the shingle. Thus the age of those
shingles in Phase I are approximately between 16 and 17 years
old.
After we moved in to our home, we had the opportunity to
give the builder both a 30 day punch list and a 1 year punch list
which they then were responsible to fix or repair the legitimate
items on the lists. Just prior to our 1 year, we hired a professional
home inspection company, Pillar and Post, at a cost of $360 (in
July 2006) they provided us with a detailed list both inside and
out with pictures that we then provided to McGrath builders as
our 1 year punch list for them to fix. Eight of the items dealt with
"roofing issues". This lead to the builder on at least 4 occasions

10
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having people on our roof doing whatever they had to do, to
address the roofing issues documented on our 1 year punch list.
To those residents who are second or even third owners of
a home here in Five Ponds, while you did not have the opportunity to create a punch list for the builder, you did have the
opportunity to do a pre-settlement inspection which could have
included a roof inspection and thus create a list that could have
been given to the seller who then would have had to address
any roof / shingle issues found prior to your settlement.
In addition to that, as the Board has recommended to all,
about every three years Joel & Madelyn have hired a trusted
roofer to inspect our roof and make minor repairs if found at the
time. We see this as part of our homeowner responsibilities. The
last time was in August of 2021, at which time I observed the
person on the roof, hammering down "nails that had popped
up", squirting some sort of black adhesive under shingles that
had lifted partially then tamping them down and he replaced
two of the "boot" pipe covers that had reached their end of
life. Doing this is important because if nothing else it prevents
water from getting under the shingles and thus causing possible
leaks or rotting of the wood underneath, and hence hopefully
preventing us from having the additional cost for wood replacement at shingle replacement time and of course, hopefully keep
us leak free. The roofer that inspected our roof last August also
indicated that the shingles had a good amount of life left. The
cost of that inspection and the partial repairs was $190, we feel
it was well worth it.
Have we ever had a roof leak? Twice, one significant one in
2011 and one minor one in 2016, both times we had a roofer
out at our expense and the issues were indentified and repaired
quickly.
So what are some of things that would decrease the expected life of a shingle?
Here are at least some of the possible reasons for pre-mature
failure:
1. Excessive heat with sun or excessive cold weather with hail.
F.Y.I. Warminster isn't Key West, FL nor is it Portland, Maine.
a. Yes, how your house "sits" does play some factor on
shingle wear, for example a southern exposure might wear out
sooner than a northern exposure. But would that alone cause
a 30 year shingle come to "useful end of life" after only 16 or
17 years? Keep in mind here at Five Ponds four homes are attached, I suspect the Association and the roofers look at it like it
is one building.
		
i. Which means if 3 residents maintain their shingles and
1 doesn't, the one who doesn't might have some greater out
of pocket repair & partial replacement costs until the majority
of the shingles of the majority of the entire building reach their
useful end of shingle life and the Association replaces them. At
least, this is my personal opinion, especially since Madelyn & Joel
have put out dollars as I have indicated over the years.
		
ii. Is it normal to find some "grit" from a 16 or 17 year
old shingles coming out of your down spouts? Yes, but that
doesn't mean they are at "useful end of life "by natural means.
2. Shingles that had manufacturing defects when installed.
(Note: If this is found to be the case there might be some "dollars" out there for the homeowner to claim.)
a. I have often wondered if the few homes in our development that have actually paid out of pocket costs to have some

Letter
portion of their shingles replaced based on their roofer's
recommendation, if those residents gave any thought to asking their roofer for some samples of the "replaced shingles"
and have the roofer indentify brand and manufacturer. Once
the resident owner had that information it might have been
worth at least looking for that company on the internet and
see if they have a customer support number or e-mail address.
If so pursuing them, with their roofers support for some
reimbursement dollars since their product failed to meet its
expected life, by a long shot, might have been a worthwhile
individual owner effort.
b. Another reason shingles might fail early; if they were
unwrapped and left out in the elements for a considerable
period of time before they were put onto the roof. The top
side wouldn't be affected by this but the underside, the part
that sits on the underlying roof, would be effected. Not sure
who one could blame for that, other than the builder.
3. Shingles that were installed originally improperly and without proper venting or underlayment or other types of poor
installation issues which were never addressed, until a leak occurred. This is probably the reason that has caused the most
issues here at Five Ponds. At least one roofer I have spoken to
that has been on several roofs in throughout our community
and some residents who have paid or are planning to pay to
replace some of their shingles have told me there is some
of this improper installation here at Five Ponds. Just an F.Y.I.
2, 3 or 4 guys could have done the original roof installation,
and if one of them was doing it improperly, that could be the
answer to why just "one a area of a roof" is having problems?
4. Shingles that had no ongoing maintenance done to them.
Nail pops not addressed, slight lifting not re-glued down, no
pipe boot replacement ever done, certainly not having these
things done does not help a shingle meet its expected life, or
more importantly prevent leaks.
5. Shingles that are installed on homes where there are a lot
of trees that drop excessive of amounts of leaves into the gutters, thus clogging them, and if the gutters remain clogged
the water then backs up under the last row of shingles.
6. Shingles that are damaged from a "bad storm", there might
be some monetary reimbursement for repair/replace from
your homeowners insurance, in that case, but I am not sure.
As you have read, numbers 2, 3, 4, 5 & 6 above, some of
them we as homeowners and many others have addressed at
our own expense, and much of that recognition in our case
and please be aware those actions began before Joel was a
member of the Association Board. In my opinion they are
"homeowner" responsibilities.
Everyone has the opportunity to pay for a professional
roof inspection every two or three years and have any issues
found addressed at that time, as Madelyn & Joel have done
on several occasions over the years. I know for most people a
roof is something no one thinks about until there is a problem. The reality is our homes were put up pretty fast and in
some cases by workers with very low level skills, we know, we
were living here observing it for most of them.
If you haven't paid for a roof inspection, please do it, in
the long run I believe it will save you money and perhaps
some aggravations that comes with having to address
roof leaks.
					
~Joel Mickelberg

…c om m e n tary

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
THIS SUMMER, our children and grandchildren will
be visiting us here at The Villas at Five Ponds.
In July, our younger son and twin grandsons
will be making the 3000 mile trip here from Los
Angeles, California.
Our older son and grandson will be making a
similar trip in August, although they will be traveling here from Miyazaki, Japan— 7000 miles. We
have not been able to enjoy an outdoor meal or
share our home’s outdoor pool area with our kids
and grandkids for nearly three years.
There comes a point in a pandemic where an
entire community must adjust to reality. We have
obediently been masked, waivered, injected, and
banded, as requested.
We appreciate the time and consideration of
our “Committee of 7” and our Board, whose
decisions we have abided by for 27 months. But
the time has come for a clearer view of sensible
outdoor area protocol.
Board and community members often visit
an unmasked, heavily populated seashore; play
pickleball in public places; attend weddings and
graduation parties; eat indoors at restaurants; visit
casinos and supermarkets. Bucks County swim
clubs & summer camps are open without restrictions and operating as if it were 2019 once again.
Many residents use minimal care when traveling.
(Note: We've heard that a nearby 55+ community
even had an indoor Memorial Day party recently for
100 people. Our limit here is 50.)
Why, oh why, must we endure this restricted
existence here in our “home” Clubhouse pool area?
Why should we be forced to join a public swim club
or “Y” —and put ourselves in danger— in order to
be able to swim with our kids?
Are we alone in this thought? We truly think it’s
time for a more progressive change.
				
				 ~Ronda & Ron Dorfman
				  97 Villa Drive
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Contact Ron Dorfman, 215-328-9255
ronalddorfmandesign@comcast.net

BOARD NOTES—Continued from page 2

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
FOR SALE

*

MAIL BOXES

TRAVEL with one of Harriet and
Bert's groups: Viking's new Saturn to
Iceland, Greenland & Canada, 5/26
–6/6 2023. Fly one way, cruise back.
Australia / New Zealand on Celebrity,
2/13–3/10, 2023. Or AMAwaterways
Romantic Danube, Prague-Budapest,
6/1–12, 2023. Trips are selling out
fast. Call Harriet 215-957-6084 or
Bsoltoff@comcast.net.

REPAIR OR REPLACEMENT. Please
call Larry McKeogh 215-672-7087.

*NON-COMMERCIAL
CLASSIFIED LISTINGS are FREE
to Villas at Five Ponds residents—
space permitting. Sell your item
or promote your service HERE!
Repeats MUST BE REQUESTED
& CONFIRMED by email
MONTHLY. COLOR IMAGES
may be listed at $10 per
column inch. Send to: Ronald
DorfmanDesign@comcast.net
NON-CONFIRMED LISTINGS will
not appear.
**NON-COMMERCIAL, nonpolitcal PUBLIC SERVIC MESSAGES are FREE to area organizations, churches, schools, and
public health services—space
permitting. Send to: Ronald
DorfmanDesign@comcast.net

GARDENING & WEEDING: Call
Lorrie at 215-442-9792.

SERVICES & MISC
AUTO DETAILING. Your car or SUV
will look great! Call Villa resident
Jon Utain, 445-888-1911.
GAIL THE SHOE LADY. I can stretch
shoes, make hammer toe and
bunion pockets. $5 pair. Call Gail
Wiener 215-293-0506.

HELP AVAILABLE
NEED A RIDE or DRIVER? 5 Ponds
resident will drive your car or mine
to and from PHL, NWK, JFK airports, cruise terminals, theater, etc.
Call Paul at 215-833-6000.
PUBLISHING/DESIGN HELP
ATTENTION AUTHORS! Printed
books are a valuable sales tool and
undeniable legacy. If you are writing a
family memoir, financial self-help book,
children’s book, cookbook, business
journal, etc.,
I can help you. I can provide ghost
writers, editors, and cost-effective
self-publishing. Call Ron Dorfman,
215-328-9255.

CLUBHOUSE AWNING
The Villas at Five Ponds Board is once again looking for a volunteer
or volunteers who are willing to take the responsibility of putting
our large awning out that extends the shade of the building over
hang at the pool area and at the end of the day retracting it as well.
This is mainly needed for busy weekend days. Please e-mail Joel at
jmickelb@comcast.net if you are interested.
UMBRELLA CLOSING & LIGHTS OUT
A reminder to both our newer residents and long time residents,
the last person to leave a table outside at the pool that has the
umbrella opened is responsible for closing it.
The last person to leave a room or a hallway in our clubhouse
where the lights are on is responsible for turning the lights off. One
exception is the sconces on the wall of the foyer of the clubhouse,
they should not be touched they are on timers.
NEW CONTACTS
If you live in a quad where a new person that just moved in please
have them e-mail jmickelb@comcast.net, so we may get them
onto our community information providing e-mail list.
WATERING THE POTS
We are looking for volunteers who are willing to water our flower
pots around the pool and the soon to be flower pots at the clubhouse entrance. Please contact Allen Bornstein at 215-740-4581 if
you are willing to help.
(NO) GUEST POLICY
Our current no-guest policy for both in and outside of our
clubhouse and pool, and court facilities has been extended.
You must have the numbered wristband that was issued to
you on your person while in the clubhouse, at the pool or on
our courts.
Failure to abide by the "no guest policy" or not having your
numbered wristband on your person at the mentioned areas will
initiate a $250 fine for a first time offender.
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www.TheVillasatFivePonds.org

Visit The Villas at Five Ponds Website at:

www.TheVillasVoice.com

The Villa’s Voice is available monthly online at

97 Villa Drive • Warminster, PA 18974

COMING VFP EVENTS
TBA

  The Villas at Five Ponds Community

JUNE 2022

IMPORTANT NOTICE!

Please be aware that during to the Corona Virus crisis (COVID-19) all
Clubhouse larger group activities are on “hold” until further notice.
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Aileen Salus, (215-441-9339)
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Dominoes,
Multipurpose
Room, 7 PM
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Dominoes,
Multipurpose
Room, 7 PM
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Kinky Boots at Bucks
County Playhouse.

							

